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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Intro/thanks/trail mapping in Hinsdale in 2017.
RTC greatly values our partnership with the NH Rail-Trail Coalition and its leadership, as well as many more of you here today . We appreciate learning from you and doing our part to create the political, policy and cultural context at the federal and state levels in which you can achieve the trail system you envision for NH. And we have been happy to provide direct assistance for several trail projects in the state.  

I will start with a few of the projects that have brought us together and then discuss how to keep federal funds flowing to these projects. 
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NH continues to be the key state for the New England RT Network and your Granite State Rail Trail is the backbone for the network as it reaches from Salem at the Massachusetts border to West Lebanon on the CT River. 
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Salem Bike-Ped Corridor in 2023 north from Massachusetts – part of NE Vision. Connectiity at the MA/NH border (Tom and Dave). 
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Your win to remove the rail bike operation north of Concord. Now leaders like Dick Lemieux and Craig Tufts (in pictures) will be able to extend the Merrimack River Greenway Trail south into Concord to complete more of the state-wide 120-mile Granite State Rail-Trail.     
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And the now famous Derry Tunnel triumph – here in the left photo in 2022 our President Ryan Chao listens to Dave Topham as he explains the unacceptable DOT plan for the Rt 93 Connector crossing.  And your successful defense team and supporters at the federal district court in Boston.  
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Presentation Notes
And of course, one previously unsupported project that was launched by RTC and the snowmobile community is the 35-mile Twin State Rail-Trail Project in northern VT and NH.  It spans the CT River between VT and NH.   The coalition’s logo was an easy choice and some of you may be familiar with this RR bridge over the CT River at Dalton. 
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The Twin State project needs a lot of assistance. RTC provides help, such as a RWT design study, working with its co-leader Marianne Borowski.    


Federal Collaboration
Rep. Chris Pappas (NH-01)

House champion: Active Transportation
Infrastructure Investment Program

Leadership on Recreational Trails Program

Map on NHRTC website
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Recent events in federal funding #1

Federal grants: whiplash

From unprecedented awards for trails
(RAISE, Safe Streets, Reconnecting Communities)

— clawbackof'$ = Y
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February freeze-- DEI/climate/immigration, later bikes (lane capacity, but some trails canceled). USDOT says review process nearly complete. Cancelations of whole grants (“hostile to cars) and elements, but many released. Albequerque Rail trail 7 mile loop around downtown-– canceled $11.5M RAISE grant. Media.


Recent events mn federal funding #2

Reauthorization of federal
transportation law: back to future?

Emerging themes:

Consolidation of programs

State control

Max flexibility/min accountability
Highway-centric
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Timeframe, status, stakes, drivers


s Reauthorization Agenda

1. Improve dedicated trail/walk/bike programs
2. Multi-modal grants for mnovation

3. Align formula $ to states with federal goals
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Prioritizing A Safer, Connected
America

A Surface Transportation Reauthorization Agenda to Build the Nation's
Essential Walking and Biking Infrastructure

Decades of fedoral, state and local swestment has ostablished a foundation for the nation's active transportation
system, Today, the country's 42,000+ miles of multiuse trails ard hurdreds of developing trail and active
TANGROMBLIGN NETWOIKS IHaCh Gvary Sngle STate and Genarate Mons than $34 Bdlian in annisl Goonomic activity. It is
now easser to walk, bive and be active in more places, but the nation conenues to Tall short of reaching the goal that
people can safely and comvensently walk and b o the places thay want 1o go—having safe pedestrian and cychist
routes theoughaut and betwesn communities. Thase connaections represent essential infrastructure to improve
safety, quality of life. economic developmant, and mobility for all Americans.

Reauthorization of the nation’s surface transportation pobcy offers an oppartunity to make further progoess on these
goals, creating access to this infrastructure for everyone. Federal programs dedicated o trads, walking and biking
ko Transportation Altornatives (TA), the Recreational Trails Program (RTR), and the Active Transportation
Infrastructung Imwastmant Program (ATIP) prowide wital pokcios and investmants that, combined with state and local
elforts, have contributed sigreficantly to flourishing regional economies and interstale commerce, putting walking
and Becychng infrastrecture 1o work gereraling opportunities for mobdity and economic development.

Despite pregress, existing infrastructure remains far shert of what is needed to make it safe and comvenient for
Amarican families to walk. biki and bo active. Traffe fatabties and injuries smong pedestrians and bicychsts remain
unconscionably high absent broad imvestment in connected safe routes to the places people want to go. In 2021, tha
Infrastructure Ivvestrmant and Jobs Act (ILJA) revitabzed fundng for trails and ctive UEARSPORAton 1o better sgn
with the robust demand Trom people BEross AFenca’s landscape, but there is far mone work 1o be done to meat the
nation’s noeds

RTC is urging Congrias to bulld on this pregress by | irig the 1) ing lars im thi et
surface i a policy framewark that will deliver the active transportation
infrastructure Amarics needs.

Contact Kevin Mills, RTC's vice president of policy, at ke Istotrails grg for questions or more information,

1. Strengthen and Grow TA and RTP

Congrass should imprave and strengthen TA, the nation's largest dedicated federal funding source for trails,
walking and biking, by ng funaling te with need and implementing specific palicy
praviding y around fers of funds out of the pregram, reducing the local mateh,
praviding incentives to states te invest in larger projects and provide r
and reporting dota about how the progrom is implemented.
In ! with its so¢ program, T athan Enhancemants (which coiginated in the Intermadal
Surface Transportation Etfichency Act of 1991), TA has provided rescurces necessary to develop trad and active
transportation infrastructune in resl, sububan and uiban communities nationwide, feeding & growsng demand te
further develop this infrastructune becmsa of its impact on the econary and qualty of ife.

Updated May 2025 Page 1
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Transportation Alternatives:
opportunities and threats

-- mproved delivery
VS.
-- dilution/consolidation

Transportation Alternatives
Spending Report

FISCAL YEARS 1992-2024
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TrADE, convening TA managers; NH $5.5M+ allocation, awards in June of $25M+ (multi-year, demand 2x). 
RTC seeking: match assistance, technical assistance, large/connectivity grant incentives.


Federal policy threat to rail trails

Anti-railbanking bill (H.R. 4924)

- Renders corridor preservation tool unusable
- Invites federal meddling in railbanked trails

RAILS TO




Thank You!
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Marlborough, NH, mapping.
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