
New Hampshire 
Rail Trails Coalition

Promote the development, maintenance and 
active use of trails constructed on New 
Hampshire’s railroad corridors

State-wide coalition of rail trail groups, users, 
advocates and developers

Who are we?

What do we do?

NH Expo
Manchester
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• Increase public awareness and use of NH’s 
rail trails

New Hampshire 
Rail Trails Coalition

Ashuelot Rail Trail, Swanzey

• Provide one voice for common needs to state 
and federal agencies

• Share Information on planning, funding, 
building, and maintaining rail trails

NHRTC Goals:

• Make the rail trails safe and enjoyable for ALL 
ALLOWED users
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The Board consists of 12 enthusiastic rail trail advocates that 
come from all corners of the state.

New Hampshire Rail Trails Coalition
Board Members

Tom Christensen,
Amherst

Rick Westhoff,
Laconia

Rick Audy, 
Shelburne 

Mike Kowalczyk, 
Swanzey

Ellen Kolb,
Merrimack

Chuck Redfern,
Keene 

Brian Smith,
Brookline

Marianne Borowski,
Glen

Abby Evankow,
Gorham

Jim Feleen,
Claremont

Charles Martin, Founder
New London

Dave Topham, President 
Salem
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State of NH Rail Trails

Mike Kowalczyk
Marianne Borowski
NHRTC Board Members

4New Boston Rail Trail



Goals of this Discussion

Salem Bike-Ped Corridor

• Who maintains them?

• Who owns them? (State, Town, Private)
• Where are they? Maps?  
• How many miles?  
• How many trails?

New Hampshire Rail Trail Status:

• How are they funded? 
• What can we do to help fund our trails?
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Presentation Plan:

Northern Rail Trail, 
Orange Cut

• Forty five-minute presentation

• Ten-minute Q&A after Dan Gould’s presentation

Disclaimer: This presentation is a work in progress. As new information 
becomes available the presentation will be updated
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We Love Rail Trails
We Want to Make the Rail Trails 

Work for All Permitted Users

We Are Willing To Help in Any Way 
Possible 8

Presidential Rail Trail, Randolph



Enhance The Quality of Life 
via Active Use*

 Improving Health through Active Living
 Increase Active Living

 Improve Health

 Lower Medical Costs

 Reduce Deaths

* http://www.greenways.com/benefits-of-greenways

 Enhancing Cultural Awareness and Community Identity
 Railroad History

 Railroad’s Impact within New Hampshire

 Clear Skies, Clean Rivers, and Protected Wildlife
 Help Protect Natural Ecosystems (e.g. plants, animal 

species)

 Reduce Air Pollution (less automobiles, more plants)

 Protect streams, rivers
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 Note: Trail activity greatly increased during the pandemic

http://www.greenways.com/benefits-of-greenways


Enhance The Quality of Life
Health Benefits
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NH State Rail Trails Plan

Salem Bike-Ped Corridor

Published 
August 2022

Previous 
Publication 2005

NHRTC Sponsored 
Legislation
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Miles of State-Owned Rail Trails 
by Geographic Region

New Boston Rail Trail, Lang Station

12



State Owned Rail Trails-List

Rockingham Rail Trail, 
Raymond Depot

• Protects the corridor from being broken into pieces. Allows for a 
potential future railroad, utility corridor, or rail trail
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State Rail 
Trails-Map
Only State 
Owned Rail 
Trails-Map

Northern Rail Trail, Mascoma Lake
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State Rail 
Trails-North
Only State 
Owned Rail 
Trails-North

Nashua River Rail Trail
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State Rail 
Trails-South
Only State 
Owned Rail 
Trails-South
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Non-State 
Owned Rail 
Trails

Mason Rail Trail, Pratt Pond
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NH Rail Trail Maps and Information 

traillink.org

AllTrails.com

trailfinder.info

trailspotting.com

New Hampshire Rail Trails
(Charles Martin)

nhrtc.org for a list of other Rail Trail 
supporting organizations

nhrtc.org
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stori
es/1df4f5423d5a44f1854e5867e93
3fd78

http://traillink.org/
http://AllTails.org
http://trailfinder.org/
http://trailspotting.com/
http://nhrtc.org/
http://alltails.org/


NH House District Boundaries
Example Snippet

NH State 
Representative Map
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1df
4f5423d5a44f1854e5867e933fd78

19

Legend:
Active
Inactive
Abandoned



New England 
Rail Trail 
Network

WOW Rail Trail, Laconia
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New England 
Rail Trail 
Network

Cheshire Rail Trail, 
Rockwood Pond
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NH Snowmobile 
Trails, OHRV 
Trails, Rail Trails

OHRV-Off Highway Recreational Vehicle

NHBOT-New Hampshire Bureau of Trails
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NH Snowmobile Trails
>7400 Miles

80% Private Ownership
nhstateparks.org/activities/snowmobiling

NH OHRV Trails
>1000 Miles

80% Private Ownership
nhstateparks.org/activities/ohrving

NH Rail Trails
337 Miles
NH Rail Trails Plan

(Some miles shared with snowmobiles 
and OHRV)

NHBOT Manages Most Trails 
Staff 15 People

(10 in field)



NH 
Snowmobile 
Trails, OHRV 
Trails, Rail Trails

With the Help From: 

NHBOT Manages and/or Oversees Most Trails 
Staff 15 People

(10 in field)

100 Snowmobile 
Clubs

26 OHRV Clubs

20 Trail Friends 
Groups

31 Municipality 
Conservation 

Commissions and/or Trail 
Committees

24

Many Private 
Landowners



Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

The Conundrum

Cheshire Rail Trail,
Troy Depot

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G  Budget
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Registration Fee 
Budget Impacts,

2022
Dover Community Trail,

Cocheco River

User Category DNCR,
Grant-In-Aid

DNCR,
Admin

Fish and 
Game

OHRV*

Snowmobile*

$1.9M $720k $1.3M

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00Non-Motorized
$2.7M $880k $1.4M

* - OHRV, Snowmobile Number of Registrations YE2022. NH Fish & Game Registrations 26



The Non-Motorized Community 
Funding DNCR Matters!

Dover Community Trail,
Cocheco River

27

Sarah Stewart, Commissioner DNCR
Testify to the NH House Finance Division 1, 02/10/2023 

Take Aways:
1.) Sarah wants to make the trails available to all users, but,
2.) The focus is motorized because motorized funds DNCR

3.) The non-motorized community needs to help Sarah help us

Video Snippet Length: 1:10
Entire Hearing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzLrr9GEOqw&list=PPSV



WOW Rail Trail,
Laconia

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities
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Ashuelot & Fort Hill Rail Trails,
Dole Junction, Hinsdale

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget
Monetary and In-Kind Support

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities
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Monetary and In-Kind Support, 2022

Dover Community Trail,
Cocheco River

User Category Total Club 
Fees

Federal 
Grants 

Private 
Grants In-Kind

OHRV
Snowmobile

$1.4M* $154k+ 39k+

$0.00 $440k $290kNon-Motorized!
$1.6M* $190k# $500k#

* - OHRV and Snowmobile, Number of Club Members, 2022. 

$270k

??
$3.2M#

! – NHRTC 2021 non-motorized contribution infographic. Only 17 trails reported 30

# - Data received from NHSA for calendar year 2022

+ - 2022-NH-RTP-Projects.pdf 
(https://www.nhstateparks.org/getmedia/e9327217-bc26-454c-b102-fdef94d9fcb0/2022-NH-RTP-Projects.pdf)



Rail Trails: 
Total number of NH rail trails and 
total number contributing to this 

data

Private & Municipal 
Donations: 

Private monetary donations

Municipality monetary 
contributions

Total Private & 
Municipality Value: 

Non-Federal Monetary Donations

In-Kind Volunteer Value

In-Kind Municipality Staff Value

In-Kind Equipment Value

In-Kind Material Value

Federal Grants: 
Number of grants written and award 

by trail friends groups and 
municipalities

Federal Grants: 
Grants written and dollar amount 
award by trail friends groups and 

municipalities

Volunteer Value: 
Volunteer hours multiplied by NH 

Independent Sector non-skilled labor 
hourly rate

Volunteer Hours: 
Hours contributed by volunteers at no 

charge

Contributions by the non-
motorized community

Data Compiled by NHRTC

2021 Calendar Year

2021 Funds Raised Infographic
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Trails NHRTC Collected 2021 Maintenance Data

Plus:
Merrimack River Greenway Trail
Cross NH Rail Trail
Souhegan Valley Rail Trail
West Lebanon Greenway Trail

32



Fort Hill Rail Trail,
Connecticut River,

Hinsdale

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget
Monetary and In-Kind Support

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities
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Private Funding Rail Trails

• Types
• Trusts
• Foundations
• Corporations
• Fund Raising Events

Ammonoosuc Rail Trail,
Bath Covered Bridge

How to Find Donors: 
• Recent Local Community Fundraisers

• e.g. Library, Theatre, YMCA)
• Know a person on the inside of the 

organization to be approached.

• Examples:

Colonial Theater Renovation,
Keene
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Government Funding Rail Trails

Londonderry Rail Trail,
Londonderry

TAP (Transportation Alternatives Program). TAP is a federal funding set-aside from 
the Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) program intended for a variety of 
smaller scale transportation projects such as pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
recreational trails, and safe routes to school projects.

TE (Transportation Enhancement Program). The Transportation Enhancement 
program was a federal funding program providing for the implementation of a 
variety of smaller-scale transportation projects including pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities. TE was replaced by TAP. Motorized uses (i.e., OHRVs) are prohibited on 
rail corridors that were purchased or improved with TE funding.

CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation Air Quality). CMAQ is a Federal-aid program that 
provides for transportation projects designed to reduce traffic congestion and 
improve air quality. Motorized uses (i.e., OHRVs) are prohibited on corridors 
purchased or improved with CMAQ funding.

GIA (Grant in Aid). New Hampshire funding program to provide assistance to 
organized, non-profit OHRV and snowmobile clubs for projects that will benefit the 
ridership of OHRVs and snowmobiles. Funding for the program is derived from 
OHRV and snowmobile registration fees.

Recreation Trails Program (RTP). RTP is a federal funding program that provides 
funding for the development and maintenance of recreational trails and trail-
related facilities for motorized and nonmotorized users.
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Government 
Funding Rail 
Trails

Londonderry Rail Trail,
Londonderry
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Other Federal Funding Options

Londonderry Rail Trail,
Londonderry

HSIP (Highway Safety Improvement Program). 

IIJA (Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act) or (BIL) Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. 

FRA (Federal Railroad Admin)

LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund)

FLAP (Federal Lands Access Program) 

RAISE (Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity)

37



Permitted 
Use Londonderry Rail Trail,

Londonderry

OHRVs & Motorcycles 
Not Permitted

Why the differences?

38



Funding Source, State Management Plans and 
Private Owner Determine Trail Access

Londonderry Rail Trail,
Londonderry

39

Private Land
Owner Dictates 
Trail Access



Permitted Motorized Vehicle 
Access

Rail corridor purchased using Transportation Enhancement (TE) funds. TE funds are 
subject to 23 U.S.C. 217.

 Title 23. Highways § 217. Bicycle transportation and pedestrian walkways

 (h) Use of motorized vehicles. --Motorized vehicles may not be permitted on 
trails and pedestrian walkways under this section, except for--

 (1) maintenance purposes;

 (2) when snow conditions and State or local regulations permit, 
snowmobiles;

 (3) motorized wheelchairs;

 (4) when State or local regulations permit, electric bicycles; and

 (5) such other circumstances as the Secretary deems appropriate

TrailLink

Note: Transportation Enhancement Program: Issued by USDOT, Federal 
Highway Administration. State managed by NHDOT, SWRPC: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_enhancements/

Title 23 U.S.C. 217 Bicycle and Pedestrian Legislation: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/legislation/sec21
7.cfm

CHESHIRE RAIL TRAIL

40

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_enhancements/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/legislation/sec217.cfm


Ammonoosuc Rail Trail,
Ammonoosuc River,

Lisbon

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget
Monetary and In-Kind Support

Number of Users

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities

41



User Participation
Data Source- U.S. census 2005 http://www.nhbr.com/May-15-2015/Let-em-Ride/

Number of    
motorized 

vehicle 
registrations

OHRV

Snowmobile 

44,687 registrations

45,326 registrations

47%
53%

Data Source- 2022 NH Fish & Game registrations

Winnipesaukee Trail, 
Belmont

42

http://www.nhbr.com/May-15-2015/Let-em-Ride/


NHDOT Survey

>50%

All Non-motorized-~75%

Lilac City Greenway,
Rochester
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Cotton Valley Rail Trail,
Wolfeboro

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget
Monetary and In-Kind Support

Number of Users

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities
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???? Rail Trail.
????

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget

Number of Users
Monetary and In-Kind Support

State Economic Impact

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities

45



Rail Trails Economic Impact

Concord-Sunapee Rail Trail, Concord
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State 
Economic 
Impact

Rockingham Rail Trail,
Freemont Branch

User Category Economic 
Impact State Rank

OHRV*
Snow Activities*!
Non-Motorized *#

$192M
$76M

$45M

* - Bureau of Economic Analysis, Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, 2021 Report, Received from Janel Lawton, NH Director 
Office of Outdoor and Recreational Development. https://apps.bea.gov/data/special-topics/orsa/summary-sheets/ORSA%20-
%20New%20Hampshire.pdf 

! – Assume this includes snowmobiles, alpine skiing, Nordic skiing.

US Bureau of Economic Analysis

7
38

38

# – Includes biking, hiking, equestrian 47

Note: The economic impact value varies widely depending on the source.  



Ashuelot Rail Trail,
South Bridge, Keene

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget
Monetary and In-Kind Support

Number of Users
State Economic Impact

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities

48



Fort Hill Rail Trail,
Connecticut River, Hinsdale

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area Motorized 
Community*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution

Contribution to DNCR/F&G Budget
Monetary and In-Kind Support
Number of Users

Four Season Usable Rail Trails
State Economic Impact

The Conundrum 
Many Miles of Trail, Small NHBOT Staff

Motorized vs Non-Motorized Communities

49



A Conundrum Solution

Northern Rail Trail,
Enfield

*Motorized Community: Snowmobiler, OHRVers
**Non-motorized Community: Walkers, Hikers, Bikers, Equestrian

Trail Impact Area
Motorized 

Community
*

Non-Motorized 
Community**

One Collaborative 
Community

DNCR/F&G Budget Contribution
Monetary and In-Kind Support
Number of Users
State Economic Impact
Four Seasons Usable Rail Trails 

Significant Contributor

Somewhat Contributor

Little to no contribution
50



A Conundrum Solution

51

Significant Contributor

Trail Impact Area
One 

Collaborative 
Community

Actions
(Some initial thoughts)

DNCR/F&G Budget Contribution
Monetary and In-Kind Support
Number of Users
State Economic Impact
Four Seasons Usable Rail Trails 

The state to market the trails as a year-round attraction

Rail Trail Vanity Plate, Trail Pass, EZPass Option, Register eBikes

Form a common year-round maintenance strategy

Non-motorized community join an established club
Increase usage via collaborative marketing

Cheshire Rail Trail,
Keene, Keene Murals



Coexist

Trail Etiquette
Respecting All Users and Land Abutters

Goffstown Rail Trail,
Piscataquog Reservoir Bridge
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Let’s Start Working 
Together

53
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nhrtc.org
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